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This book is based on the Proceedings of the 4th USSR-FRG Symposium held at Tiibingen in June 1982, 
and contains papers presented by specialists from both the USSR and the FRG. Since a significant amount 
of expertise within the field of peptides and proteins emanates from centres within these countries, the 
publication is a very authoritative reflection of the current ‘state of the art’ worldwide. 
In the autumn of 1982 the 17th European Peptide Symposium in Prague also gave rise to a publication 
from the same publishing house entitled ‘Peptides 1982’, but this was published a year earlier than the pre- 
sent book. There is, however, very little overlap of detail between the two publications. Wherever there is 
an overlap of contributors every effort has been made to cover different subject material. So the two 
publications can be considered complementary to one another. 
Each contribution by the authors is 7-8 pages long, with well-produced illustrations and summarising 
schemes adding to the readibility of the papers. The quality of the reproduction from typed manuscripts 
is excellent, and the indexing is quite comprehensive. The section on ‘Miscellaneous and Biological Activity 
of Peptides and Proteins takes up by far the greatest portion of the book with categories entitled ‘Peptide 
Synthesis and Analytical Problems of Synthetic Peptides’ and ‘Structural Features of Peptides and Proteins’ 
taking up the remaining space. 
The tenor of the book is very much towards reporting studies carried out on biologically active peptides 
of interest in neurochemistry, neurotoxicology, immunology and membrane-activity. There are only a few 
contributions which could be considered as being orientated solely towards synthetic methods or towards 
physical methods for determining conformation etc. However, these categories are still well represented 
within the contributions in general. 
This is a publication of interest to the specialist in the field rather than for a non-expert o scan through 
as a reference source book. It is disappointing that it has taken rather long to publish such a book but it 
probably still precedes publication of much of the material in completed form in the Journals. It is priced 
to suit the librarian’s pocket rather than that of the individual researcher. 
John S. Davies 
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